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= Join with other parents and-grandparenis on tie Coaliion's Parent Advocacy Coundi

How 'Fo Know When a Parent is Readz. 1o Step Into a Leadership Role
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March 8, 2011 is tiny-k Day . '

FY.2012 Gove dget Repor] - The Govemor's BudgelRepért is the administration’s

recommendation to the fegisfature. The tegisiature will useftasa slarting place for discussion
during the legislative session and will arive at the final FY 2012 state budget anound the er_td of

April.
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Find your elected officials and thelr contact information. A short note, an e-maft or a phone call
from-you can miake a difference In the lives of Kansas children and famflies. )
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TALKING POINTS

&

. Invcstmg in early childhood education is 4 ﬁsmlly responsiblé
way.to réduce déficits. and create surpluses in the long-term. -

«90%: oF braznﬂrchxtecture is forméd befose a child even mches
kindergarten. And, everything that’s learned — — during cluidhood as -
well as adulthood — is builr upon thar foundation. :

. Quahty carly childhood dcveioprncnt is ésséntial for rcducmg social

-~ costs. In fact, early childhood programs provide the bést return on our

. €ducation dollars. For every $1 invéstéd in éarly childhood education;
the:state saves at least. $7 down the road from reduced specnal _

* education, wclfarc and criminal j ;usncc costs:

s 'The Cluidrens Initiatives Fund (CIF) was éstablished by the .
Legislature:in 1999 as part of the state’s master tobacco serddement, dnd

those dollars were dedicated 1o research-based, quality children's programs.

* The ma}onty of early childhood programs in Kansas depend upon
- funding from the CIE Those programs — suchas Early Head Start
“and Parents As Téachers — benefit appmx:mately
200,000 Kaasas chi[dre:n and farmhcs

Dunng these dlﬁicult economic times, we can't slash our way out of
-a deficit any more than we can spend our way out of it. The only way
to climb.out of deficit is by investing in cost-cfficient and effective
solutions that build self-sufficiéncy, productivity and upward mobility.

Investing in early childhood education is one'such solution. It’s how we

today

| build a Bct:er state for romorrow,

’ ?NSthﬁoa.mzul t

ras.uz.csso I mmns




'WHAT IS ADVO CACY?

Simply put, advocacy is the foundation for our democracy lt Is an attempt to infiuence publrc,

policy, by a person or group, in a way that bnngs about Iegislatwe action or change.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughg’ul committed citizens can change
. the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” - Margaret Mead

The concept of fair representatlon depends on citizens Iettmg thelr elected officials know how .

they want 1o be represented. And, for those people with little or no political voice of their own,
such as ch:ldren, it's up to alf of us to speak on their behalf, Legistators are not experts (nor mind
-readers}, but rather they are people like us who have accepted the challenge and responsibility
‘of representing their communities. They look to you, their constituents, to bring important
information to their attention and let them know how you want to be represented.

When youe passionate about an issue and ready to take action, it's important to-understand
the legislative process. Additionally, you shoutd be strategic in the relationships you develop and

communications you utilize to effectively communicate your position or cause.

"Lobibying is a more direct arrd formalized appeal to lawmakers about a specific Issue or piece of

Iegislation. However, unliké general advocacy, lobbying has specific rules surrounding what an -

organization can and cannot do, For rmore information on nonprofit lobbying Ilmltateons, please
see'the ‘Resources section on page four.

~THE KANSAS LEGISLATIVE PRO CESS

Bill dlfferences NEGOTIATED
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To be a successful advocate, you first must galn a basic under-

“standing of how the legislative process works in Kansas, including
how bills are considered, the annual timeline, the structure of the
budget and tax system and who the key players are.

“How a Bill Becomes a Law
The Kansas Legislature consists of two chambers ~ the House of

- Representatives (125 members} and the Senate (40 members) -
and each Kansan is represented by one member in each chamber,
This flow chart illustrates the legistative process and how complex
and cumbersome it-can be to pass a law. It is important to know
that our founding fathers intentionally designed our system to be
this way, This system of checks and balances is complex to ensure
that ali proposed legislation receives thorough consideration

before being implemented.

For advocates, it is important
to be patient and not get
frustrated with the process.
It is not unusual for a piece
of legislation to take multiple
years to pass.
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‘efa Sessiol

reconvenss 1o pass final
budget and attempts any

overrides of Governor vetoes

Work beginsto-
‘reconcile versions | Legislature breaks for
of the bills passed consideration of bills
in each chamber by the Governor

“Turnaround: ’iﬂls
must be passed out of
- their house of orlgln

" Session
begins

“without dey,” this is th
{largely ceremonial)
final day of session

Bills are introduced in - . Drop dead ddy:”bills Leglslature Concensus revenue . “Leg:slafure adjourns:” All work
their house of origin must be passed out of  passes first budget estinates provide final is done and sent to Governor
the second chamber - budget numbers to legislature for final approval or veto
Timeline

_Kansas has 4 *part-time”legislature, which means that our cntnzen—legls!ators spend 90 days workmg in Topeka, from January to early May, in what
is called “Legislative Session.” By having a part-time legislature, lawmakers are able to continue to live, work and stay connected with their local
communities and constituents. An example of a *fuli-time” legistature would be the U.S. Congress in Washmgton, D.C,, which works throughout

‘the year,

A general timeline of what occurs during session can be found at the top of this page. However for speciﬁc dates and deadlmes, pfease visit the
Kansas Legislature’s website at www. kslegls!ature.org .

’ Following the completion of the session, legislators return to their home communities and their “day jobs" until the foltowing January, If it’s an
-election year (even numbered years), they will spend thelr off-session months preparing for the primary election in August followed by t\'ne general
election in November. The entire Kansas House stands for election every two years, and the entire Kansas Senate stands for election every four years,

Budgets & Taxes ' o
The Kansas fiscal process is comptised of two components: budgets and .
taxes. The budget determines our state's spending priorities and taxes 5 Public

) . . infrastructure
generate funds to pay for them. While our personalfinances and the U.S. programs

* Congress can fely on credit, the Kansas Legtstature ts barred from deficit and services

spending. The state must generate enough revenue to pay for priorities - collective
* such as public infrastructure, education, programs and services. - priorities

One of the first questions fawmakers oftén ask is, “how much does this  pavenuesbase

cost?” Therefore, it is important to understand {prior to advocating “howwe | j s e
for your cause) that financlal resources are limited and what, if any, = achleveour |- - Property Tax
fiscal impact your legislation may have on the state budget. It is also cg:ﬁfitt?g

 important to understand that in-economic down years, programs and :
- services are more likely be cut rather than expanded.

-Key Players
Prior to advocating on any issue or legistation it is important to know who the key players are that can assist you inbeing more strategic with your -
- tesources and, ultimately, successful. First, you should know and bulld a relationiship with your own élected officials. After you have reached out to
your own lawmakers you should |dentify other key legislators that can be helpful, such as committee membefs who will be heanng thebill,

Each bill is assigned to a committee, so even though there are 165 members of the Kansas Legislature, each House committee has up to 24 members
and each Senate committee has up to 12 members. The first stép is to convince the committee that will hear the bill, Without the committee’s
support, your legistation will not reach the full House or Senate to be voted upon. In other words, your [ocal Ieg:slator may be supportive of your
cause but if they are not asagned to the committee hearing your bill, thelr ability to assist you may be hmtted .

Each committee has a chair, vice chalrand ranking minonty party member. Itis important to reach out to each of these Iawmakers to build support
for your legislation. To get a full list of committee assrgnments, visit the Kansas t.egmlatures Web site at WwWw. ksleglslature org.

' ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES

Bullding relatlonsh!ps and effective communication are the keys to successful advocacy
 Giveand Take : ‘
- .The relationshlp between an elected official and a consﬂtuent Is mutua!ty beneﬁcial but requlres ﬂexlb[hty on each side, While Iegtslators can
offer their support of a bill and inﬂuence thelr colleagues, advacates -also bring somethmg to the tablé that lawmakers need. In fact, advocatés -
can provlde things fike information and. data, stories of community- Impact, professlonal expertise, financal support to campaigns, hosting of a



) '-.jets them know you are monitoring the issue, If the legislator did-

g deadline ary election General election
for candidates (first Tuesday in August} ‘ (first Tuesday in November)

fundraiser, providing public support in the way of yard signs, inviting a !eglslator to speak at a civic club or faith group, and most |mportantly ves
your vote! Cultivating a relattonshlp and level of trust with your elected official(s) during thelr off-session months builds a good foundation for your
efforts when they are |n session and increases your ability to achieve results, -

Communicating with Elected Officials

" When communicating with your legislators, keep two things in mind: any communication is bétter than nothing at all, and puttlng a personat face

on an issue is advantageous, The schedule durmg the legistative session is incredibly hectic and ever-changing so be prepared and be flexible,

Meeting. If you would like to set up a personal meeting at the Statehouse, be understanding of their changing schedufes once you arrive and
respectiul of your legislator's time. Also, don't forget to make a specific ask: "Will you vote for House Bill 10002"instead of “Will you support kids this
year?” The more specific you get, the easier it Is to hold Jawmakers accountable. Also, be flexible. For example, while It may not be ideal, you may
have to conduct your meeting while your lawmaker walks from one meetmg to another. Remember, a quick meeting is bétter than no meeting at all. -

Correspondence, A personal phone call or letter holds more
weight than an email, but again, if time only allows for:an emall
that is still better than no communication at all. Regardless of what
type of correspondence you choose (sometimes maybe all threet)
remember to keep your comments short, simple and to the point.

When communicating with your elected officials regarding a specific
cause or bill, it’s effective to include these four elementsin a concise
and personal manner: brief background about the issue (including
the bill number if available) supporting data, story of personat or
community impact, and a specific request (see example at right). it's
also important to include your full name and address so they know
how to reach you and whether or not you are a constituent from
their district.

Fo[low Up. it is critical to follow-up wath your !eglslators after
making a specific request, It increases their accountability and

not support you'_a{ter saying they would, send a message tha;
you're disappointed in their lack of support, define the impact that
thelr decision will have on your community and welcomie further

- discussion. In some cases the bill may have changed significantly and a foltlow-up message allows for there to be clear communication on the issue
- and helps preserve the relationship you've established. if the legistator did support your issue and remained committed to the position they agreed
to ‘take, remember to say thankyou, both personally and publicly!

-Commumcatmg with Peers
.It’s no secret that many volces are stronger than one, so increase your effectiveness by gettlng others to share your message, The soc:a! media

platform {e.g. Facebook or Twitter) makes it simiple to connect your network of peers to your issue and is the fastest way to disseminate information

~among them. Just as personal commumcat[on Is the most effective with legislators, it is also ciitical when commumcating your story with your
“friends, neighbors oryourfaith community/civic clubs. If your advocacy efforts advance tothe stage of needing to mobilize even more people, then

turn your attention to formal groups (e.g Kansas Actlon for Children, Parents as Teachers or coalitions) and make sure your message is focused and

B coordinated.

' ‘.Commumcatmg w:th the Medm
-Your local newspaper, television and radio stations can be a useful and far-reaching medium to share your message through Ietters to the editor,

editorials, nightly news coverage and morning shows. In the case of newspapers, choosing an unlikely messenger to pen a letter to the editor

~-will carry significantly more welght and have a greater, broader impact Readers expect thata working parent would be-in support of afterschool

i :,programs, but having the focal sheriff support the i issue because of itsinipact on crime reduction or a local business owner support it because of -
" its positive Impact on worlforce developiment are far more effecﬂve Add:tionalty, meet with the edltorledltonal staff to discuss whether they’d .
conslder an edltonal In support of yourissue.. -~ s : :




RESOURCES

Lobbying Limitations

Nonprofit organizations have a unique and essential role to play in the policy process. Advocacy allows organizations to serve their constituencies

and promote their causes by educating the public and policymakers, conducting fesearch, litigating, organizing, lobbying and more. All nonprofits
can engage in advocacy, although the scope and extent of their lobbying activities vary according to the tax exempt status of the organization, For
example, 501(c)(3) organizations can engage in a limited amount of {obbying, while 501{c}(4) organizations can engage in an unlimited amount of
Iobbymg For individuals fobbying on their own accord {not on behalf of an emp[oyer), there are no federa! restrictions.

The Alliance for Justice provides numerous resources online and by phone regarding fobbying limitations and |obby|ng in general. For more

information, contact:
Alliance for Justice | www. aﬁ.org, click on For Nonprofits & Foundations | 866NPL088Y (866-675-6229} | advacacy@afj.org

For specific information on what is required at the state level, please con{a_ct:
Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission | www.kansas.gov/ethics | 785-296-4219

Voter Registration

“People who don'’t vote have no line of credit with people who are eIected and thus pose no threat to those who act
against our interests” — Marian Wright Edelman, Founder of fhe Children’s Defense Furid

Kansas elections are conducted by the counties with oversight by the Secretaty of State’s office, Through the Secretary of State’s Web site, you can

register to vote in Kansas, change your name or your address on your registratiori, affitiate with a political party, or change your party affiliation (a
. valid Kansas driver's license or state-issued.ID is required). The deadline to register to vote is the 15th day before any election.

Online voter registration form | www.kssos.org, click on Elections & Legisfative, then click on Registration & Voting

Data .
Which is more compeliing? Predatory lending is growing rapidly in Kansas, or there are miore payday loan stores than McDonald's restaurants in

- Kansas. Similarly, many children are growing up in poverty,i:r 1in 3 Kansas children lives at or near poverty. Statistics support
our messages and add credibility, as well as help us identify and evaluate changes over time.
Following are sorhe helpful resources for accessing Kansas-specific data and information:

Kansas KIDS COUNT Data Center E www.kac.orgldatacenter
Ku Institute for Policy & Social Research ] http:/iwww.ipsr.ku .edufksdatalksahlwtal
A Kansas Department of Education | www. ksde.org, chck on Data, Medla and Reports
" Extension Ofﬁces[ htthlwww.ksre.ksu.eduIMap aspx. A
‘State Library of Kansas | http.llskyways.hb.ks.usIKSL
American Community Survey | www.census.govlacs_,
Fact Finder | http:fifactiinder.census.gov »

‘Stay Informed
' KanFocus (Formerly Vote Tracker} | www.votetracker.com (subscnpt:on based) .
- .Kansas Legislature’ [www.ksleglslature.org ’ o
y " Kansas Action for Children | www.kac.orgfs:gntlp :
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Butler County
Home Page Quick link to INFORMATION FOR A SINGLE ADDRESS.
News ) . - )
- About IPSR Demogragphic Profiles and Maps are in PDF format and will require Adobe Acrobat Reader ( Download Acrobat Reader).
Research Centers ' . )
, Kansas Data The districts below are those enacted by the 2002 Legisiature.
Publications . .. .
. Gonferences o U S congress
Grant _S“PF""‘ ' ongressional Districtd = .
People © " ECongressman Mike Pompeo
- . pt st
KU Ent, Works for KS B
Search IPSR l
" Centact . Kansas Senate ¢

Kansas House

[Kansas House District 70
epresentauve J. Robert {Bob) Brookens

~ Find Your Legislator

Represen(ahve John Grange

_ ansas House District 77
epresentative J. David Crum

BKansas House District 78 '

tRepresentative Kenneth "Ed" Trimmer :

Grqndsite.ofg

5 10

‘§David Dennis -

Find Information for your (Butler County) Address

Suggestion: leave off prefixes and suffixes like 8" or “"NW". This fbrm will rétum a
list of blocks from which fo choose. S:m'lady. if you leave oﬁthe sf.reettype. any
matching blocks will be isted.

i _ For example, if youlive at 4717 E Jefferson Ave enter 47:7 Jeffeison for the best
results, :

. i no blocks matchmg the numeric address are found the program will try to retum a
- Fistof alt blodes matchlngjust the street name.

Numeric part of address ) i
Street name : - |
{Reminder: Leave off streat : : '

" direction.)

& h_ttpt//ivﬁyw.ipsr,ku;e_éiﬁfksdata!voteIZOO'l 5.shtml

Kaﬂsas ‘Senate District 16 .
nalor Ty Masterson

“/15/2011
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‘Kansas Action for Children -

Kansas Officials

1Ty Masterson

Web:
.Emall:
Phorne:
Fax:

Address:

Dick Kelsey

Web:
Emall:
Phone:

Fax

. Mlké Petersen

Web:
. Email:
: Phone:

Fax:

- jDave Crum

Address:

» B Address:

State Senator for Kansas district 16 (R}

Home Page
Ty.Masterson@sénate ks.qgov
(785) 206-73688 »
{785)296-1153,

Kansas State Capltol, Room 541-E

300 SW 10th Avenue -
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

| State Senator for Kansas district 26 (R) -

Home Page
Dick Kelsey@sonate ks gov

(785) 206-7367
(765} 266-1153
Kansas State Capital, Room 641-E

300 SW 10th Aveque .
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

| State Senator for Kansas d_isﬁct 28(R)’

HomePage '

- Mike Petersen@senate ks.gov

- {785) 2067355

(765} 206-1153, ‘

 Kansas State Capitol, Room 224-€

300 SW 10th Avenue ..

-+ Topeka, Kansas 66612-9504 -

| State Representative for Kansas district 77 (R)

. http://kesr.kac.org/site/PageNavigator/Find YourLegislator

| ziP code 67133 Is spiit across

Street .

multiple districts.

Pleass enter your ZIP code
and 4 digit extension.

67133 |

If you &on’l know your ZIP+4,
enter your address below:

.2/15‘/2011 .



Kansas Ao jor Children: iFind

Ed Trimmer

Fax

Pete DeGraaf

Dennis Hedke

[ommman]

Phor

Veb:
Emait:
Phone:

Address:

Weh:
Email:

Phene:

Address:

Web:

Emaik:

ne;

Fax:

Address:

Web: -

Emaii’

Phone:.

Fax

Home Pzg:

1)

i

david. crumi@house.ks.qov
{785} 296-7639

Kansas State Capilol, Room 50-S
300 SW 10th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

State Representative for Kansas district 78 {D) -

Home Page

{785) ésémzz

(785) 368-6365

Kansas State Capitol, Room DSOB
300 SW 10th Avenue

Topeka, Kansds 66612-1504

Staté Representative for Kansas district 81 (R)

Home Page
Ete.degraaf@house ks.gov

(785) 296-7693

| (785) 3686365

Kansas State Capitol, Room 459-W
300 SW 10th Avenue
“Topeka, Kansas 66512-1504

étate Representative for Kansas district 99 (ﬁ)_

Home Page
dennls hadke@house ks.gov
(785) 206-7699

-G‘BS)W

Address:  Kansas State Capitol _

300 SW.10th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1604

POPULAR LiNKS:

FISCRAL FUCYUS
Babper sk ¥au Petisp ke &mu' READYOROT

Fowiete Wl Gk Sk,

RANIALCOMUTICH Jar 3004 asaosiist  Privalsing

Home | Contact Us | Privacy Statement | Terms of Use | Site Map -
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\  STAVINFORMED
" KNOW THE FACTS
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Kansas Action for Children

Kansas Officials

Ty _Masterjson

Web:

’ Eméil:
- Phone:

Fax: -

Address:

| Carolyn McGinn

Web:

Email;
. Pﬁone:

Fax

Address:

- {Bob Brookens

Web.
_Emai:}
Phore:
Fax.

A&dnes;

" { Don Schroeder

State Senator for Kansas disfrict 16 (R}

Home Page

“Ty.Masterson@senate ks.qov

(786} 296-7388
(785) 296-1153
Kansas State Capfto-l. Room 541-E

300 SW 10th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

State Senator for Kansas district 31 (R)

Home Page

& Mcginn@se

' (785) 206-7377

(785) 286-1153 .

Kansas State Capitol, Room 545-5
-300SW1bthAvenue . - -
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

State Representative for Kansas district 70 (R)

Home Pagde -

,bob,brool_(em use.ks.gov

{785) -296-7536

(785) 366-6365 ’

- Kansas State Gapitol, Room 54-5

300 SW 10th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

{ state Representative for Kanisas district 74 (R). -

el -;.-http://kcsxj';.kéc;brgléitelPageNa\dgatOr/FihdYou:ngi_sl_atbi{r

- ZIP code 67154 is split across |

muttiple districts.

Please enter your ZIP cods

.| end 4 digit extension.

67154

ffyou don't know your ZIP+4,
enteryour address below:

2150t



Kansas .

Web:
Emait: *
Phene:
Féx

Address:

John Grange -

- Webr -~
Email:
éh;ne:
Fax: .

Address?

 {785) 2967635

- | State Representative for Kansas district 75 (R)

. {785) 296-7655

s ton for Crsidren: i v ouar Blecied Officis -

Home Pzos

don.sdxmeder@hause.ksgov

(785} 368-6365

Kansas State Capitol, Room 173-W
300 SW1Cth Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 665612-1504

Home Page

john.arange@house.ks.qov

(785} 3686365
Kansas State Capitol, Room 268-W

300 SW 10th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1504

“http://kesr.kac.org/site/PageNavigator/FindYourLegislator -

POPULAR LINKS: i
FISGAL FOLUS

Bedzes 3ad Txp Builep v @::n“’ ‘READYGNOT

2

RAIERE COAITION f2e ECHSDL SEADIHES gmsgﬁ;&\g
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